Of course, just adding the coverage is not enough by itself. We hope and expect to attract the very best papers in these areas as well. It is of the utmost importance to me that JACM continue with its policy of accepting only the best papers in each of the areas that it covers.
Why should authors in, say, systems, numerical analysis, or AI publish in JACM rather than the leading specialty journals in their area? The main reason is that they can reach a far broader audience: JACM has the largest circulation of any ACM technical journal and, because of its reputation, is perused more than most computer science journals. By publishing in JACM authors will be in the best position to have their work influence a wide range of other activities. Appeal to a broad audience has always been a criterion for publication in JACM. I have asked the editors to enforce this criterion, and ensure that papers accepted to JACM be written in such a way that a nonspecialist can read and understand the main ideas.
There is a secondary, but still, I think, important reason to consider JACM: price. Journal pricing is not an issue that authors or journal editors have traditionally been concerned with, but times are changing. Anyone who has spoken to a librarian recently knows that the prices of most journals have increased at a rate several times that of inflation, while most library budgets have barely kept up with inflation. As a result, libraries are being forced to delete journals. JACM is less than one-quarter of the price of typical journals published by for-profit publishers. I believe that the community should make a special effort to try to support reasonably-priced journals.
A prerennial area of concern for readers, authors and editors is time to publication. This has been a problem for JACM in the past; I am optimistic that the worst is now over. I will work with the editorial board to speed up the review process as much as possible. I plan to decentralize the submission procedure (so that authors can submit directly to the cognizant editor), to avoid bottlenecks in my office. In addition, I believe we can achieve significant speed-ups just by using tools already available. Electronic submission, which is now encouraged, will help by cutting down communication time between authors, editors, and referees. papers will be posted on the JACM website as soon as they are accepted (provided that authors submit an electronic version). (See http://www.acm.org/ jacm/authors.html for details on electronic submission and publication.) Given our current low backlog (1-2 issues), and the fact that JACM is now published six times a year, the time between acceptance and print appearance should also be short.
Let me conclude by welcoming some new faces to the editorial board. I have already mentioned Eric Horvitz, Hector Garcia-Molina, and Michael Kearns. Due to the number of submissions in the area of Parallel Computation, I have subdivided it into Parallel Algorithms, to be edited by Vijaya Ramachandran, and Parallel Computing, to be edited by Guy Blelloch; the former focuses more on theoretical, algorithmic issues, while the latter focuses more on architectural and systems issues. (Obviously, there is not a sharp division between the areas.) Hal Gabow will be taking over as area editor for Data Structures and Analysis of Algorithms and Johan Hastad for Formal Languages and Complexity Theory. There are also three other relatively recent additions to the board that should be mentioned: Bernard Chazell, Robert Harper, and Robert Schreiber, who edit Computational Geometry, Programming Languages and Methodology, and Scientific Computing, respectively. I would like to thank all the new and continuing members of the board for agreeing to serve. I would also like to thank the departing members of the editorial board-Michael Sipser, Robert Sedgwick, and Lawrence Snyder, and especially Tom Leighton, the previous editor-inchief-for their years of dedicated service.
JACM will continue to prosper only with your support. Please send me your suggestions and comments any time.
Joe Halpern (halpern@cs.cornell.edu)
